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spike,, and when lie left he forgot to take it with him.
He locked the door and went away. The burning
candle fell upon some wax and sent a great flame
which set fire to the vestments hanging on the pegs;
and the vestments sent the flame up to the roof.1
When the warden saw this, he fled with the key
to another monastery.2 People rushed from all
sides ; they beat at the door, but all their efforts
failed to burst it open. The clerks threw out of
the windows any valuables they had in their abode.
The Church of St. Martin was denuded of some
vestments, and no one expected anything but the
burning of the whole monastery. The roof was
all stripped of lead. Albinus came; he was now
blind. He asked what was being done. One of
his disciples, his 'little old fellow*, said, 'Come
away, father; or you will be killed by the lead
they are throwing down or burned to death.'
When Albinus was willing to go, Vetulus said to

1  It is of at least local interest to remark that the latest
of many burnings of York Minster, Alcuin's old abode, was
caused very much in the same way.    Carpenters had been
at work, in the bell-chamber of the south-west tower, and
left a candle burning on the table where they had been
planing wood.    The candle burned low and fell over on to
some shavings, to which it set fire, and thence the flame
grew and grew till it burst out, and the great fire of May 20,
1840, was the result.   This present writer was a boy of six
at the time, and from his bedroom window saw it all, from
the beginning, through the sounding boards of the chamber.
He was eventually carried off in a blanket, as the tower
would have fallen into his father's house if it had come
down.   The house, it may be added, was the house in which
Guy Fawkes was born.    See also p. 82.

2  The  word  monasterium has  so   many   meanings   that
we cannot be sure what precisely is here meant.    It may
possibly   mean   the  mains  monast&rium,   Marmoutier,   see
p. 221.